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What role does air travel play in academic life?

What are Australian universities doing about the environmental impact of
academic air travel?

ive forms of academic practice might allow us to fly less?




HOW MUCH DO ACADEMICS FLY®
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Q: What are your primary reasons for undertaking
work-related air travele

Attending academic
conferences, symposia,
workshops

Attending industry
events

Undertaking fieldwork/
data collection

Meetings with other
academics

Meetings with industry

Commuting

Other

| don't undertake air
travel [
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Q: How necessary is work-related air travel 1o your ongoing
academic careere

Extremely
necessary

Somewhat
necessary

Neither
necessary or
unnecessary

Somewhat
unnecessary

Extremely
unnecessary
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“Without it, your research will be ignored. You need to show your work
at major conferences, and build collaborative networks.”

and network with international colleagues and be seen
oers, be part of symposia, co-submit



“Face to face engagement with colleagues is very important for
ics in regional Australia to reduce their feelings of isolation and
=arch publication output. | do attend Skype
>t the same level of
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“Most of the peers in my field are located in, or in close proximity to metropolitan
centers. Being in a regional center means flying to Sydney as a first step and if the
location of the event is in a place other than Sydney, then one has to take at least

one additional flight.”




“Melbourne is a major Australian city that is well connected and is also a
destination that many national and international colleagues are drawn to,
sometimes negating the need for me to travel.” [Melbourne based Senior Research
Fellow, Research Only, Female, Studies in Human Society]

“We are aresearch ‘hotspot’ in my field — so many of our domestic colleagues
come to us! | think we do less domestic travel than similar academics because
of this.” [Brisbane, Male, Full-Time, Research Fellow, Physical Sciences]
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most of my direct collaborators are within driving distance.”
Research and Teaching, Physical Sciences]




“I'live in the most isolated city in the world with few opportunities for
collaboration and engagement with colleagues in my or related discipline. I'm
very envious of colleagues in Europe where there are a large number of
affordable and scholarly acfivities available that are only a short drive/train/

plane ride away”




Ofther policies undermine air travel reduction, e.g.

nternationalization strategies - targeting lucrative international




Airfiner Carbon Trail

CLIMATE CHANGE: VIEWS FROM THE HUMANITIES
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TELEPRESENCE ROBOTS

Wheel based devices with electric motor

Remotely controlled over wifi

Camera, microphone, speaker, screen

Operated via app or browser window

(Con’rrolled with smartfphone or keyboard
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» Telepresence Robots (CHI 2017)
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